Back from irreversibility: use of percutaneous cardiopulmonary bypass for treatment of shock from refractory anaphylaxis during coronary intervention.
Anaphylaxis during diagnostic catheterization and coronary intervention is a rare and potentially life-threatening complication. Fortunately, with standard intervention, fatality is rare. We report a case of medically refractory anaphylaxis during a coronary intervention that ultimately responded to percutaneous cardiopulmonary bypass (CPB). The proposed mechanics and use of CPB for shock are discussed.